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A Preliminary Opinion on the Development and Spread of Ancient
Iron and Steel Technology in the Northeast Asia Region

Chen Jianli Zhang Zhouyu

Abstract: The use of iron and spread of iron smelting technology activated the great social
and military developments in ancient Northeast Asia. In the past 30 years, researchers from
different disciplines carried out many research works for this topic, while there are many
2aps in the comprehensive studies of iron-making technology, especially the dispersal and
nfluence of iron technology from China to Korea and Japan, and the criteria to distinguish
the ironware’s making technologies, such as puddling and bloomery carburized steel. This
P per mainly addresses the dynamic process of the development of iron technology during

® ¢.BC-7" ¢c.AD using evidence of iron smelting, casting and refining materials unearthed
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within Northeast Asia areas, through archaeological ficldwork, experimental archas
chronological, metallurgical and material science methods. We want to try to establish a
comprehensive and informative ancient iron technology framework of Northeast Asia,
a clear roadmap of the spreading and the exchange of iron technology, to provide a

basis for explore the role of ancient Chinese iron technology in the progress of
civilization.

Key words: Ancient Northeast Asia; Iron technology; Spread of iron




