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Abstract: Through field surveys at Wugang and Xiping iron smelting site cluster in Henan Province
and the laboratory analysis of collected slags and iron products in situ, this paper suggests that a
cast—iron—smelting based iron/steel production system developed during the Warring States/Qin/Han period.
In addition, this paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the technological characteristics of this site

cluster, including its furnace structure, blast mode, ores, fluxes, and fuels. Finally, it discusses the social

and environmental influences of cast—iron smelting in the historical context.
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