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ABSTRACT: The discovery of Shanma culture provides new clues for tracing the development of bronze technology
in the western Hexi Corridor during the first millennium BCE. This paper presents scientific analytical results of copper
and bronze objects of the Shanma culture excavated from the Huoshaogou site in Yumen, Gansu province. The results
show that, among the 13 samples, copper is the main material, and the rest samples include two tin bronze, one lead
bronze, one arsenic bronze, one matte, one weathered ore as well as one undetermined object. The similarity of bronze
technology between the Siba and Shanma culture objects at the Huoshaogou site indicates technological continuity from
the early Bronze Age to the late Bronze Age. Nonetheless, in other regions, such as the eastern Hexi Corridor, Tao River
Basin and eastern Qinghai area, there are differences represented in the development of bronze technology during the late
bronze age. The comparative analysis shows that the development of bronze technology in the Hexi Corridor has its local

characteristics, while that in the Tao River Basin was more influenced by the Central Plains.
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