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i Preliminary report of the walled cities at the Zhouyuan site, 2020-2021
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Abstract: During the 2020-2021 campaign, the Zhouyuan Archaeology Team carried out a program
in search of city walls. By analyzing the satellite images and new survey results, we found traces of
walls. We followed up with examining the profiles, coring, opening test trenches, and large-scale
exposure, which identified a small walled city nested inside a big city. The southeastern corner and
an eastern gate of the big city have been excavated. The small city is 175 hectares in size (1480 by 1065
meters), built in the late Shang to early Zhou period, and abandoned in the last years of the Western
Zhou period. The big city is 520 hectares in size (2700 by 1800 meters), built in the late Western Zhou
period. This discovery marks an important step toward an accurate understanding of the layout of
the Zhouyuan site, which will significantly help us grasp the nature of the site.
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