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Bronze Groups of the Late Shang to Western Zhou Period in Hunan and Neighboring Regions
LI Duo (Changchun, Jilin 130012)

Abstract: The cultural belongingness and headstream of bronze ware dated from Late Shang Dy-
nasty to West Zhou Dynasty from Hunan have been a long-standing problem. Recently, as several sig-
nificant sites had been excavated, the pattern of Tanheli Culture whose distribution overlapped with the
intensive bronze ware found in the Weishui Basin became clear. In this paper, The Tanheli bronze ware
found in and around Hunan will primarily be distinguished as two groups with consecutive dates and
different natures. On this base, the cultural belongingness and the historical background of the two
bronze ware groups will be discussed.

Keywords: Hunan province, late Shang to Western Zhou Dynasty, bronze ware group, Tanheli cul-
tural
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Scientific Research of Bronzes Unearthed from Tomb M1 at the Liuyue Cemetery in
Huangmei County, Hubei Province
ZHANG lJi (Beijing 100871)  FAN Guodong (Wuhan, Hubei 430077)
LIN Shirui (Beijing 100871)  LIU Yanchang (Jinan, Shandong 250013)
SHUAI Xudong (Huangmei, Hubei 535599) CHEN Jianli (Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Bronze vessels of Chu-style and Yue-style were unearthed from tomb M1 at the Liuyue
cemetery in Huangmei, Hubei Province, and they demonstrate very Research. Yue-style bronze vessels
including six ding-tripod and one he-pitcher, all of which contain high tin (>18%, wt%). By contrast,
Chu-style bronze vessels contain tin (10-17%, wt%) considerably lower than those noticed for Yue-style
bronzes. Furthermore, among the Yue-style bronzes, he-pitcher-shaped dui-container, pan-basin, and
yi-pourer were forged, with low lead. The lead isotope ratios of Yue-style ding-tripod fall in the range of
those noticed for some Eastern Zhou bronzes unearthed from Hunan, an indication that these bronzes
may have been introduced from the middle Yangtze River valley. Given the sharp differences in alloy
composition and the possible connections in lead resources between Chu-style and Yue-style bronze
vessels from tomb M1 at the Liuyue cemetery, we believe that these bronzes are of significant impor-
tance to the study of bronzes unearthed in the middle Yangtze River valley back in the Warring States
period.

Keywords: Huangmei, tomb M1 at the Liuyue cemetery, the Warring States period, bronzes, scien-

tific investigation
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