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A Preliminary Study on Foundation No. 3 at Fengchu
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Abstract: In this paper we attempt to reconstruct the grid system of post holes from the newly
discovered Building No. 3 at Fengchu, and to discuss its significance in the history of Chinese architecture
through comparisons with other large-scale buildings of the Shang and Zhou periods. The building has
a unique feature of stele and boulder pavement in its courtyard. We argue that this was probably an altar
for worshipping a certain god represented by the stele. Since records about stone she (7t ) tablet are most
abundant in transmitted texts, we further deduce that Building No. 3 was a she precinct of the Western
Zhou period, an early site of the official she rituals with the most substantial evidence known at present.
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