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Abstract: Few sites dating from the late Shang period have been reported on the Loess Highland. The
uncertainty of the number, density, and distribution of sites has resulted in some misconception. In fact,
national surveys in the past in Shanxi and Shaanxi have located a large number of sites of the period,
but they have not been accurately dated. This article gives an account of 20 Lijiaya sites surveyed in
Shilou, Shanxi and the floatation record of plant remains sampled from the sites, which show that most
settlements were small and sparsely distributed with a subsistence pattern of extensive agriculture. The
article also gives basic information of over 300 Lijiaya sites and 100 Xiwaqu sites which are recognized
from findings of previous surveys. A short discussion of the cultures, their origin, dates and subsistence
modes is presented at the end.
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